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T he co mbina tion of light weight. extreme
portability. nod recogn izable gain in an a ntenna.
even at 2 meters. is calculated to be of great
interest to v.h.f. buffs. as well as Field Day en
thusiasts.

The new Cor-Mac quad for 2 meters, about
to he a nnou nced, comhines a II of these featu res
with a few tha t arc inhere nt ly its own.

The antenna con..istv of :1 stub tuned driven
clement and a stub tuned reflector roth made of
hard d rawn aluminum wire . T he c lements nrc
spaced a quarter wa ve a pa r t on a tubula r nlu rni
nu m boom. T he vertica l uprights supporting
each element are positioned in slotted holes at
each end of the boom. a nd secured by a nut a nd
bolt that cont racts the slot a nd fi rmly clam ps
the uprigh t. When necessary 10 stow the q uad
awa y as on FD and other portable occasions,
the antenna may be fo lded nearly flat.

The quad is designed in (he standard con
figuration for thi.. t ype of a nte nna. with stubs
at the to p of each " loop". Each clement com
prises a fu ll wavelength total. with the vertical
a nd horizontal members each a quarter WOlVe
lengt h long. T he driven element is 20 a nd three
qua rter inches o n each side a nd th e refl ecto r is
22 inches on each side.

A month of usi ng th is little quad has pro
duced ..orne suprising results. Gain appears to
he a pproximately 5 10 6 d b over a refere nce di
pol e. and th ough s igna l reports arc usu a lly
down as com pared with a much larger array.
every sta tion worked with the large array has
a lso been able to copy satisfacto rily signals from
the q uad. T his includes several stat ions more
than 100 miles d ista nt. and with very modest
power input o n th is e nd.

Perhaps the reason for the exceptional per-

form ancc of this antenna is to be fo und in the
low angle of radiation usua lly attributed to quad
a ntennas. T o furt her enhance thi s chnrac te ris
lie. the manufacturer advises that he is now
plann ing to offer stacking kits.

While the front-to-buck ratio does not a ppear
10 be as great as with a Yagi an tenna. the low
radiat ion angle docs recommend cons iderat ion.
In fact. under some circumstances, reports 'IS

much as 2 S-units better have been received with
the quad.

The antenna is conve nie ntl y fed with 70 ohm
coax. and tho ugh our lest conditions provided
50 ohm feed. the v.s.w.r. was measured at 1.2
to I.

This little bantam antcnna weighs only 11,4
pounds and is manufactured by the 1. C. Mac
Elroy Co.. Inc.. 74 Trinit y Place. New York 6,
New York. •
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